I did not search the exact spots where these species were found by Miller and his co-workers, for example, the lower arid portion of the pifion zone (for the titmouse) or brushy areas near springs (for the quail); the absence of all four is attributable to insufficient field work in the proper places. In my opinion only the Red Crossbill (Lo&a curzjirostra) may have been absent in 1971 and 1973, when persistent hunting over 9 days failed to disclose any in the most promising habitat of luxuriant pifion.
However, to conclude local extinction even for the crossbill would be improper.
This nomadic species is unpredictable in breeding occurrence anywhere in the forests of the western United States, being dependent upon the irregular production of conifer seeds. It is likely that individual crossbills resident on one mountain range in one year may be the same birds found breeding later in another range when the conifers of the first range are producing insufficient seeds. Therefore, the probability is high that none of the eight species was actually missing during the recent period and that virtually all species resident in 1939-40 were also breeding in 1971 and 1973.
More importantly, on the recent trips I was able to find seven presumed breeding species that were either unrecorded or not reported as resident by Miller ( 1946) which is a positive example of E. oberholseri.
Although cool woodland and scrub appropriate for this species is more prevalent on the higher ridges of the Grapevines than at 6700 ft elevation where this specimen was taken in the piiion zone, the bird nonetheless could have been established for breeding in view of the date and the testis size. I assume, therefore, that this individual indicates that the Dusky Flycatcher was a rare summer resident in the mountains at the time of the earlier survey. Further evidence that the species was scarce then is provided by the fact that of 12 specimens of Empidonax taken by the earlier expeditions, 10 were Gray Flycatchers (E. wrightii).
The aforementioned individual of E. oberholseri and a migrant of the Willow Flycatcher (E. truillii) were the other two.
In 1971, E. oberholseri was definitely breeding in the Grapevine Mountains at 8200 ft elevation on the moderately steep north slope of Wahguyhe Peak. A singing male (testis 5 x 3 mm), taken on 20 May, occupied a territory grown to scattered small pifion and limber pines, with low growth of pifion seedlings, currant (Ribes), and sagebrush forming an interrupted chaparral element this species seems to require. The pifion-Gambel oak woodland and the ponderosa pine-white fir association were examined in detail and a large collection was obtained.
Because the extent of forest habitat is rather limited and because the survey was conducted by experienced ornithologists, we may assume that all or nearly all of the breeding species present were found. Eight species found breeding in numbers in 1963 were not noted by van Rossem 31 years earlier; another 10 species had increased in abundance, some markedly.
It is pertinent to the present discussion to note that three of the species which changed in status in the Spring Range, the Dusky Flycatcher, Solitary Vireo, and Cassin' s Finch, also either colonized for the first time in recorded ornithological history or definitely increased in number in both the Grapevine Mountains and on Potosi Mountain.
Another species, the Rubycrowned Kinglet, which increased in population size in the Spring Range, is a recent colonist to the Grapevine Mountains. Furthermore, the Hermit Thrush is now a common resident in both the Grapevine and Potosi areas where previously it was rare or absent. Perhaps colonization to both Potosi Mountain and the Grapevine Mountains occurs from centers of Boreal populations in the Spring Range, where highland forests are more extensive than elsewhere in southern Nevada.
Colonists might disperse from these centers especially during periods of abundance of particular species.
From the nature of these records for the three highland areas, the conclusion is inescapable that avifaunal change in a common direction has occurred in montane habitats of southern Nevada. The trend has been toward the enrichment of avifaunas with previously existing Boreal elements, whether they be weak ( 
